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THE

kmter of tlje Colienaiil

OCTOBER, 1856.

THE IRISH GENERAL ASSEMBLY ON MINISTERIAL
SUPPORT.

Through the kindness of Mr. Daniel Peoples of Liverpool we have been furnished

with full reports of the proceedings of the Irish General Assembly, from which we
extract a portion of the discussion upon a matter of vital importance to our Church in

this country, and one which demands the energetic action of all concerned.
Let every Treasurer of a congregation print such an annual account as Dr. Morgan

suggests and furnish a copy to every pew-holder, and the Church will soon witness a
visible improvement in this matter. We will publish a specimen of such an account
next month.

The following commissioners waited upon the Assembly in refer-

ence to this subject :—The Mayor (S. G. Getty, Esq.), Thomas
M’Clure, Thomas Sinclair, James Gibson, Dr. Dill, Henry Reid,

Charles Finlay, William Bell, Robt. Workman, John Arnold,

James Barnett, James Montgomery, Dr. M’Cosh, James Girdwood,
Murray Suflfern, John Lowry, James Kennedy, A. J. Macrory,
William King, James M’Blain, Robert Potts, Edward Coey, J.

Dyer, John Ball, Hugh H. Boyd, John Weir, Isaac Arrott,

William Gilbert, Charles Blackwood, James Smith, Arthur Craw-
ford, G. Vance, David Taylor, John Getty, Samuel Gelston,

Stewart Martin, James Hamilton, William D. Henderson, Robert
Corry, Charles DufEn, Henry Hawking, James Guthrie, Dr. Dickie,

Samuel Andrews, Arthur Weir, Dr. Patterson, Thomas Weir.

Mr. Thomas Sinclair then ascended the platform and read the

following memorial from the Presbyterian congregations of Bel-

fast :

—

TO THE VENERABLE THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH OF IRELAND, APPOINTED TO MEET IN BELFAST, ON
TUESDAY, 1st JULY, 1856.

“ The petition of the undersigned, being Elders, or Deacons, or

Members of the Committee of Congregations within the

town of Belfast,

“ Showeth,—That your memorialists have learned with much
satisfaction that a movement on behalf of increased ministerial
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support, on the part of congregations, has sprung up simultaneously

throughout various parts of the Church, and has found expression

in a variety of forms, and your memorialists embrace the opportu-

nity presented by the General Assembly meeting within their

town to express their hearty concurrence in this most important
movement, which concerns not only the status of the ministry, but

they believe, also, the character and usefulness of the Church and
the spiritual well-being of its congregations.

“ Your memorialists are convinced that, speaking generally,

the ministers of the Word are not adequately supported in our

Church.
“ The Presbyterian Church has always insisted that its ministers

be well educated, and its members have reaped the fruits of such a

high standard of ministerial qualification, in the higher style of

preaching, and in the stimulus given to intelligence and education

among themselves and their families
;
but, if our students require

to undergo a long and expensive course of training at school and
college, it is only meet and becoming that the stipend should be

such as can be offered .to an educated Christian gentleman who
is expected to be able to associate with all classes, rich and poor,

learned and unlearned. When the principle is laid down by
the highest of all authorities, that ‘ the laborer is worthy of his

hire,’ it is implied that the hire of the laborer be a proper remu-

neration for the quality of the labor required
;
but it is too evident

that the maintenance allowed to ministers in this Church is not

equal to that expected by and usually given to persons who have

been required to prepare for their ofiice by acquiring a high univer-

sity education.
“ The Presbyterian Church has always expected of its ministers

that they should withdraw from the engrossing cares, distractions,

and temptations of secular employments
;
but when an adequate

livelihood is not afforded by the Church to its pastor, he will

ever be tempted to betake himself to some other occupation, and
thereby lower his character and damage his usefulness among his

people, who, in consequence, suffer in spiritual things because they

have sinned in temporal things. It is appointed by a higher

authority than that of either the Church or its congregations that

they who ‘ preach the Gospel should live of the Gospel,’ and the

Church and its congregations owe it to the Great Head of the

Church that they who labor in word and doctrine should be so

supported, that they have no pretext for engaging in secular pur-

suits, and that the constituted courts of the Church be in circum-

stances to enjoin that the pastors give themselves wholly to the

work of the ministry.
“ Your memorialists are further convinced that those enjoying

the ministrations of the Gospel in the Presbyterian Church do not

contribute as they ought for the support of the Gospel, or fulfil the

apostolic injunction, that they who are taught in the Word should

communicate unto him that teacheth in all good things.

“ This statement may be made, they fear, both of the rich and
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the poor, both of our city and rural congregations. On the one

hand, many of the rich do not give according to the temporal sub-

stance which God is bestowing on them, but are contenting them-

selves with such a sum as might be reasonably expected from the

poorest of the people
;
and on the other hand, not ,a few of the

laboring classes lean on what is done, or expected to be done by
those above them in station, and give the smallest possible pittance,

or even decline to give anything, because they are not, as they

say, rich in this world’s wealth. Your memorialists believe it to be

the duty and privilege of the rich to give out of their abundance
and according to their abundance, but they believe also that the

poor should be showing their love to God and attachment to their

Church and their pastor by giving out of their poverty, and we are

sure that both classes will find that they are not losers, but rather

gainers thereby, even in the things of this world. Your memo-
rialists have yet to learn that those churches and those individuals

that have been in the habit of giving largely to the cause of Christ

have ever been poorer than their neighbors placed in similar cir-

cumstances, and they have observed that the Providence of God
has ever sanctioned the statement of the Word, ‘ There is that

scattereth, and yet increaseth
;
and there is that withholdeth more

than is meet, and it tendeth to poverty.’ The Church will not be

in a healthy state till all the members, male and female, who are in

circumstances to sustain themselves in respect to their temporal

wants, be also ready to give to the support of the Gospel, and thus

under a sense of responsibility to Him from whom we receive our

wealth, our health, and all our energies.

“ Your memorialists have learned with feelings of deep anxiety

that there has been of late a falling away in the number of young
men preparing for the work of the ministry, and that those who
are looking to this office have constant allurements held out to

them to betake themselves to other and more lucrative offices, open
in these times to educated men. Without overlooking other causes

which have operated to produce this effect—such as the want of

lively religion among our Presbyterian families, and the great

deficiency of upper schools—your memorialists are persuaded that

one main cause is to be found in the inadequate support of the

Gospel ministry. By this process, the sin of congregations is

coming back in evil effects upon themselves, as the people must soon

feel that they have not a sufficient number of gifted and qualified men
as candidates for the vacant ministerial offices at home, and the

mission stations abroad. Your memorialists know that young men
should not seek the ministerial office for filthy lucre’s sake

;
but they

know, at the same time, that there is an equally strong obligation lying

on the Christian peple not to allow themselves to be influenced by
filthy lucre in this matter, and that it is their duty to see that all

proper encouragement be given to those who are called to discharge

the duties of one of the most onerous and the most responsible of
all offices.
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“ As entertaining these views, your memorialists approach, with

all respect, the venerable Assembly, and most earnestly pray
“ That the Assembly take this whole subject, in which the most

vital interests of the Church and of religion in this land are con-

cerned, into iheir earnest and prayerful consideration, and devise

such measures as to their wisdom may seem best for remedying
evils which are so patent, and securing that the ministerial support

be put on a proper basis in each of our congregations.
“ Without venturing to do anything more than offer suggestions,

they would specify the following points as particularly worthy of

consideration :

—

“ The Assembly might procure, through its Presbyteries, its

Deacons’ Courts, and congregational committees, a full statement

of facts bearing on ministerial support in our various congregations,

and publish the results throughout the Church, for the information

of its members, and as a ground on which to proceed in future

action.

“ It is of the utmost moment that the sum required to be raised,

in order to secure the Royal Bounty to ministers, be so paid as not

to bring the ministers into a position of difficulty or delicacy.

Your memorialists reckon this a most important matter
;
but they

do not dwell upon it, as they believe the Church is taking efficient

steps to secure that the return be made in every case in an open
manner, and so as to prevent the possibility of reproach being cast

upon the Church.
“ Your memorialists regret that so many congregations with a

large or considerable body of members, and these in fair worldly

circumstances, content themselves with promising and giving to

their ministers no more than the minimum sum necessary to qualify

them to receive the bounty. This is an evil which can, and which

ought to be, remedied by the Courts of the Church.
“ Finally, your memorialists would venture to give it as their

decided opinion, that the main efforts of the Assembly should be

directed towards enlightening and stimulating the minds of the

members, rich and poor, on this most important subject, by con-

siderations addressed to the conscience and understanding, drawn
from the Word of God, and deriving their force from their bearing

upon the glory of God and the welfare of the Church, and all with

the special end of securing that every congregation cherish a spirit

of self-reliance, and that the members, from the least to the great-

est, be prepared to give, out of a willing mind, according as the

Lord hath blessed them, towards the support of their own pastor

and the ministrations of religion among them
;
and, in short,

that every member do his part, and build that part of the walls of

our Jerusalem which lies opposite his own dwelling.”

Dr. Morgan then ascended the platform, and was received with

loud and general applause. He said— I feel deeply the responsi-

bility of my present position. I must plead that I occupy it not

so much by my own wish as by the request of friends, and all I

can say is, that what I shall submit will be submitted thought-
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fully; and therein I must bespeak your indulgence, if I present

what I have to say in a manner somewhat different from our usual

practice. It is admitted by all right-minded men that there needs

to be an enlargement of ministerial support. From the attention

recently given to the subject, and the light poured upon it, it is

impossible they could entertain any other conviction. The educa-

tion of a Presbyterian minister costs ^0500. Were this sum em-
barked in business, it would be expected to realize a competent

income; but to the minister on whom it has been expended, for his

own and the public benefit, it produces the most scanty subsistence.

(Hear, hear.) It has been shown by one of your own number that

a minister’s expenditure cannot be less than £160 a year, but the

average support is considerably below that sum
;
and hence arises

the disastrous issue, that the minister is impelled to betake himself

to some subsidiary engagement to supplement his income; thus re-

ducing his own capacity for usefulness, and entailing the evil con-

sequences of a less efficient ministry on the community, that have

not enabled him to “give himself wholly”’ to his sacred calling. •
(Applause.) This state of our affairs has been revealed to the

Church. It has awakened a very general and deep concern. (Hear.)

All are saying something must be done to remedy the evil. They
are asking what can or shall be done? and to this question it is the

purpose of the present address to direct attention. (Hear.) Let
it, however, nf)t be misunderstood. A great and long-continued

evil is not to be corrected by any one panacea. Moral and reli-

gious changes can be effected in a community only by patient, and
persevering, and multitudinous labors. These must be maintained

in the midst of obloquy and opposition. (Hear, hear.) Those who
are engaged in them must feel they are doing a great work. Every
one must contribute to it according to his ability and and oppor-

tunity. He that has a counsel to give, let him give it. He that

has a hand to help, let him employ it. (Hear, bear.) Such assis-

tance is now proffered in a few suggestions that have occurred to

one mind that has been somewhat directed to the subject. (Hear,

hear, and great applause.) It is proper to say at once, these sug-

gestions are all based on one principle, the duty of ourselves doing

the work that needs to be done. (Hear, hear.) It is not proposed

to propound some plan by which congregations shall be provided

with the means of ministerial support without their own exertion.

The object is to show what they can do for themselves, and how
they may do it. It is to aw'aken, and stimulate, and direct a spirit

of manly independence and indomitable purpose. Let this be ac-

complished, and the work is done. (Hear.) In the face of all the

difficulties that at present encompass the enterprise, we hesitate

not to adopt the inspiring words of Caleb—“We are well able to

overcome them.” To this end our first suggestion is, that the finan-

cial affairs of every congregation should be transacted in a manner
sti-ictly commercial and business-like. At present it is not so, and
to this neglect we are persuaded much of the deplored evil is to be

traced. A single instance is not known to us in which there is not
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an obvious deficiency. In some it is greater than others, but in

none is there the same completeness that is found in our public

religious societies, not to cite the example of purely commercial
companies. A religious society publishes an annual statement,

containing the names and contributions of all its supporters, -with a
full account of all the receipts and disbursements of money. If it

did not do so, it could not maintain its place or efficiency. But
how is it with our congregations? In some there are no books
with a regular debtor and creditor account. In others such books
do exist, but they are never subjected to the inspection of the

people concerned. A public invitation is, in many instances, given

to as many as may choose to do so, to come and satisfy themselves

by looking into them—an invitation rarely accepted. A few pub-

lish a minute statement of the receipts and disbursements of their

missionary collections, but omit the ordinary finances of the con-

gregation. Some introduce the latter as well as the former. But
no case has ever come to our knowledge in which a congregation

• does as a missionary or charitable society,—prepare, print, and put

into the hands of all its contributors a statement containing the

names of every subscriber, the amount of his contribution, and its

appropriation. Do this, and a reformation will be effected that

will be both surprising and gratifying. Observe the operation. The
financial year is about to conclude, and the accounts must be closed.

An effort will be made to put them in a right condition, and many
a payment will be made that would otherwise become a hopeless

arrear. When this document goes into the hands of the parties

interested in it, it will become the subject of attention and conver-

sation. They will obtain a knowledge of their own affairs. They
will understand what provision has been made for their minister,

and the other necessities of the sanctuary. A beneficial considera-

tion of the place which they occupy themselves will be suggested

to the readers. A wholesome conversation on the comparative con-

tributions of the members will be circulated through the district.

There will not continue to appear on the printed page the ac-

knowledgment of 6d, and Is, and 2s 6d a year for the support of

the Gospel in the district, except in the case of those who are

known to be poor. The master will not choose to find himself

classed with his servants as subscribers each of 3s or 4s a year.

The rich proprietor will think it a strange sight to see 10s ac-

knowledged opposite to his name, when the community who know
his circumstances think there ought to be £1 ^. All that we ask

is, that whatever is done shall be recorded; and although allusion

has been made to the influence of the unworthy principle of shame,

it must be added, in the way of explanation, that we are persuaded

many of our congregational contributions, of which we could not

but be ashamed, have been made in ignorance or oversight of the

nature and necessity of the case. Let justice be done to our people

in making them acquainted with their congregational affairs, and

we shall reap the reward in their reasonable consideration of them,

their sympathy, and their generosity. In connection with this

first suggestion, there is another naturally arising out of it. The
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annual publication of sucli a statement as has been recommended
will lead to the systematic arrangement of the whole financial posi-

tion of the congregation that adopts it. (Hear, hear.) The wants

to be met will bo apprehended. An inquiry will be made, how are

they to be supplied? An interest will be created among the people.

They will feel that the cause is their own, and they will be ready

to fall in with any measures that may promise a better congrega-

tional condition. Let me illustrate this suggestion by an example:—
I After the meeting of the Belfast Synod, a document was forwarded •

I to me containing a printed statement of the finances of one of our

congregations for the past year. It seemed to me to be complete

in all its parts save that it did not contain the names of contribu-
i tors. A correspondence was opened with its minister, who lived

at a considerable distance, and he furnished a full account of the

history of his congregation during the last few years. Six years

ago it consisted of about eighty families, and at present there are

ninety-seven contributors, of whom about twenty are individuals

j

not representing families. At that time the whole sum given to

' all congregational objects did not exceed -£40 a year. The people

I

are generally in humble circumstances. There is not one person

who could be said to be affluent. The great majority do not exceed,

if they come up to, the second class of the middle order in a

I

country district; yet, last year, their contributions amounted to

' upwards of £130. How was the change accomplished ? Gradu-
ally, by the following means:—The duty of religious contribution

was explained and enforced; the people were called upon to con-

: tribute for the support and extension of the Gospel, not merely in

j
the form of a stereotyped stipend of a few shillings, but every man

' according to his ability. (Hear, hear.) The congregation was

1
divided into districts, and two collectors appointed for each. The

i collections appointed by the Assembly were all made in the church,

and on the days prescribed. An annual statement of finances was

,

printed, and put into the hands of all the people. Distinct sub-

!

l scriptions were made from the several districts for different congre-

gational objects—the support of the minister, the payment of the

precentor, the improvement and comfort of the church by the in-

troduction of a stove, and whatever else was seen to be desirable

t or necessary. By the blessing of God on these and similar means,
in conjunction with the preaching of the Word and the administra-

'] tion of ordinances, the income of the congregation has advanced
• from £40 to £130 within a period of six years. Thus, a congrega-

^ tion which cannot be said to be either rich or numerous, but may

I

comparatively be pronounced poor and small, has proved self-vigor-

ous, self-sustaining, and helpful to the general cause of truth and
. righteousness. (Applause.) Its example is cited because it is

• ! capable of imitation by nearly all the congregations of the Assem-
bly. Only let the spirit that animates it and the measures adopted
by it be universal, and the present low condition of our congrega-

.; tional finances will undergo a happy revolution. (Hear, hear.) By

j

what has been done we are furnished with a proof of what may be

I

done. There is, however, one thing necessary in connection with
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a faitljful ministration of the Word,—that is, the active agency of

some one or more members of the congregation, to hold up the

hands of the minister, and put the necessary measures into opera-

tion. The needed reform null not come of itself. It must be pushed
out. Is there not some man in every congregation who will give

himself to this work? If there he more, it is well
;
but if there he

not, one can do it. Let him go like Nehemiah, and look upon the

desolations of Jerusalem till his heart is moved by the contempla-
• tion. Let him commune as he did with his brethren, and say

—

“Yes, see the distress that we are in, come and let us build up the

wall of Jerusalem, that we be no more a reproach.” If he will do
so, he may be assured of a similar response. “They said, let us

rise up and build. So they strengthened their hands for this good
work.”

(To be continued.)

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE EASTERN REFORMED
PRESBYTERIAN SYNOD, IRELAND.

(Reported for the Banner of Ulster.)

The Eastern Reformed Presbyterian Synod met, according to

appointment, on Tuesday the 8th inst., in the Waterside Church,

Londonderry.
A very appropriate and impressive discourse w'as delivered by

the Moderator, the Rev. William Close, from Psalm 85 : 6,

—

“ Wilt thou not revive us again, that thy people may rejoice in

thee ?” The discourse was characterized by much clearness and
force. Three topics were presented for discussion—1. The nature

of a revival of religion
;

2. The necessity of a revival
;
and 3.

The means to be employed in seeking to effect it. The necessity

of revival is seen in the neglect of or partial attendance upon
the instituted ordinances of divine grace—in the want of that

love to God and man that prompts to devoted and persevering

effort for the advancement of the divine glory—in the weakness of

faith, and in the comparative absence of that self-denial in pro-

moting the cause of the Redeemer in the world, which the great

Master himself has demanded from his followers as the necessary

evidence of their discipleship. It is also seen in the too great

conformity to the world which prevails among the professed

people of God. The little that was done for Christ was brought

forward as another evidence of the Church’s need of revival, and

here a most humiliating, yet truthful, contrast was noticed between

the commercial enterprise of this age and the w'ant of zeal and de-

votedness upon the part of the witnesses for Christ. In concluding

this head of discourse, special prominence was given to the great

duties of the membership and ministry of the Church, to make the

conversion of sinners unto God one great object of their efforts

and their prayers. Under the third head of discourse, viz.—the

means to be employed for effecting a revival of religion—the first

thing brought forward was the confession of sin. 2. The faithful
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preaching of a pure Gospel—the clear, and correct, and prayerful

presentation of a free, full, and present salvation—the Scriptural

exhibition of Christ and him crucified, as the grand means which

God has appointed for the conversion of sinners and the upbuilding

of saints. 3. The individual efforts of the membership of the

Church. The people of God, whatever the position they may
occupy in the Church, must feel that they have a great work to do

for Christ—they must realize the constriiining power of the love

of Christ. 4. Prayer. It has been truly said that, while prayer

without effort is hypocrisy, effort without prayer is presumption.

It was shown that all the revivals which have been vouchsafed to

the Church, whether in these lands or in America, were preceded

by more than usual prayerfulness upon the part of the people

of God. The Great Head of the Church seems especially to have
honored united prayer as a means of bringing down the blessing

of God upon Zion. 5. It must be remembered that the great

agent in the work of revival is the Sptrit of God—“ not by might
nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts.” In
conclusion, it was earnestly and affectionately urged upon the

attention of the ministers and elders, and friends present, to make
the great subject of revival the subject of their study, their effort,

and their prayers—to give God no rest until he make Jerusalem a

praise and a glory in the earth.

After sermon the Moderator proceeded to constitute the Synod
by prayer. The roll was then made out, and it was found that

the several ministers were present, and also ruling elders from the

different congregations under the care of the Synod.
The Rev. Hugh Stewart of Newtownards, was unanimously

chosen Moderator for the ensuing year.

TUESDAY—SEVEN O’CLOCK, P.M.

Synod meets, and resumes proceedings by prayer.

It is resolved that next meeting of Synod be held in the Rev.
R. M. Henry’s Church, Belfast, on the second Monday of July,

1857. Hour of meeting, half-past seven o’clock, evening.

Also resolved, that the same arrangement regarding days of

thanksgiving and humiliation, which has been adopted in former

years, be carried out for the current year
;
that causes of thanksgiving

and humiliation be prepared and published
;
and that the ministers

of Synod be a committee to prepare and publish these causes.

REVIVALS.

The attention of Synod being directed to the subject of revivals,

it is resolved that the Synod still feel deeply impressed with the

necessity and importance of a revival of religion in the Church
under their inspection, and in all the Churches of the Reformation

;

and believing, as they do, that God has promised a time of reviving

to his Church in the diligent use of the means of his appointment.

Synod would earnestly recommend the ministers of Synod to bring

this subject frequently before their respective congregations, and
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to urge upon the attention of the fellowship meetings in the different

congregations the pi’opriety of giving to this subject a prominent
place in their supplications before the Throne of Grace. It is

farther resolved that Synod, regarding the subject of revival as

the great subject of the day, warmly recommend that the several

ministers make it the theme of discourse on the first Sabbath of

October, that thus, as far as possible, the attention and the prayers
of our people be directed to the subject at the same time.

10 o’clock, a.m.

Members of Synod meet for devotional exercises. These exer-

cises are conducted by the Rev. R. M. Henry, and Mr. Buchanan.
Synod meet and resume proceedings by prayer at twelve o’clock.

FINANCE.

The report of the General Committee of the Financial Schemes
of the Church is now read. It appears from the report, that the

funds of the Church have "been in a more prosperous condition

during the past year than during any former year since the Sus-

tentation Fund commenced. It is moved by Mr. John M’Vicker,

seconded by Mr. Alexander Buchanan, and unanimously agreed,
“ That the report now read be received.” It is also moved by
Rev. W. Close, and seconded by Rev. J. P. Marcus, “ That the

thanks of this Synod are due, and are hereby tendered, to the

General Committee of the Financial Schemes of the Church, and
especially to Mr. James Blain and Mr. James Harper, the secre-

tary and treasurer of the committee, for the zeal and perseverance

with which they have successfully conducted the financial schemes

of the Church for the past year.” The vote of thanks meets the

cordial approbation of the Court, and is appropriately acknowledged

by Mr. Blain and Mr. Harper.

It is reported by the Rev. R. M. Henry, that, in fulfilment of

the appointment given him at last meeting of Synod, he had
attended a meeting of the Associate Presbytery of Ireland, that

he had met with a most cordial reception, and that the Rev. Dr.

M’Intyre had been appointed to attend this meeting of Synod as a

deputy from the Associate Presbytery.

7 o’clock, p.m.

Synod meets, is constituted by prayer, and resumes proceedings.

The case of the Waterside congregation, Londonderry, is brought

forward for the consideration of Synod. It is found that, as the

result of the effort made by and on behalf of the congregation

during the past year, for meeting the heavy debt that has been

pressing upon it, the sum of <£300 has been raised, leaving still a

debt against the congregation, which, unaided, they cannot meet.

It is stated by several members of Court that suSicient encourage-

ment has been held out by friends in America to warrant the hope,

that, if a deputation on behalf of the congregation were sent to

America, the funds necessary to relieve the congregation from its

remaining liabilities Avould be readily obtained
;
and it is resolved,

by Synod, “ That whereas, in the present circumstances of the
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Church, with regard to ministerial help, none of the ministers can

be spared to form a deputation to the United States of America,

Mr. Jacob Alexander, member of the Waterside congregation, and
one of the trustees of the Waterside church, be requested to under-

take the duties of such deputation.” With this request of Synod
Mr. Jacob Alexander cordially complies, and the Clerk is instructed

to furnish him with the necessary credentials.

• The Rev. Dr. MTntyre is now introduced to Synod, as a deputy
i from the Associate Presbytery of Ireland, by Rev. R. M. Henry.

Rev. Dr. M’Intyre addresses the Court in a very interesting
' speech, and conveys to the Court an expression of the kind and

cordial feelings which the Presbytery from which he is deputed

entertain toward this Synod.
After addresses by several members of Court, in which expres-

sion is given to the cordiality with which they reciprocate the kind

feelings entertained towards this Synod by the Associate Presby-
I tery of Ireland, it is unanimously resolved that the thanks of this

i Synod are due and are hereby given to the Rev. Dr. MTntyre for

1

the vei-y interesting and admirable address he has delivered to the

Court.

I

The Moderator conveys to Dr. MTntyre the thanks of the
I Synod.

1

THURSDAY, NINE O’CLOCK, A.M.

!;
Members of Synod meet for devotional exercises.

;

ONE o’clock, P.M.

j

Synod meets and resumes proceedings by prayer.

Reference is made to the statement contained in the report of

the Belfast Presbytery regarding the Liverpool congregation
;
the

memorial from Liverpool is read, and after a lengthened conversa-

tion, in which the several members of Court speak in high terms

j

: of the zeal and devotedness of the members of the Liverpool con-

[

gregation, it is resolved that the matter be referred to the Belfast

^

Presbytery, with instructions to correspond with the Liverpool

,

I congregation, and in the event of the Presbytery not being able to

’ give such supply to the congregation as would meet the necessities

of the case, to recommend the congregation to put themselves
J under the care of our sister Synod in Scotland.

The Rev. R. M. Henry submits his report regarding the appoint-

ment given him with reference to a second volume of Dr. Paul’s

It
>' works. The report is accepted.

! On behalf of the Committee of Correspondence, Rev. S. B.

^

Stevenson reports, that, in accordance with the appointment of

!
Synod, a document was prepared, and transmitted to the General

ii ! Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in America. It is

I.

I

also reported, on behalf of the Committee, by Rev. J. G. M’ Vicker,
' that the letter addressed by order of Synod to the committee of

I

the other Synod of Covenanters in this country was acknowledged

I

by the convener of that committee, but there has not yet been any
official reply from the committee.

The report is accepted, and the committee reappointed.

In reference to minute twenty-one of last year’s proceedings, it
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is resolved that Synod still urge upon the memhers of the Church
the importance and necessity of holding out every encouragement
in their power to promising young men to devote themselves to

preparation for the ministry, and also of bringing this matter pro-

minently before the minds of the parents in the Church. It is

further recommended that the members of Synod urge upon the

attention of their congregation the importance of having a fund
raised in the Church to assist promising young men who might be

anxious to devote themselves to the Gospel ministry, but whose
means do not enable them to prosecute the preparatory studies

necessary to the attainment of that object.

It is resolved that the Committee on Education he reappointed,

consisting of the same members as the Committee of Correspond-

ence, and that the subject referred to in the proceeding minute

receive their best attention.

Resolved, that the Rev. S. B. Stevenson, alternately with the

Rev. J. G. M’Vicker, be appointed to attend an early meeting of

the Associate Presbytery of Ireland as a deputation from this

Synod, and that the deputation be instructed to convey to that

Presbytery an expression of the continued esteem and sympathy
with which we regard them in the maintenance of those principles

in which we are agreed.

BOARD OF MISSIONS.

The report of the Board of Missions is submitted and approved
;

and it is resolved that the same members constitute the Board for

the coming year, with the addition of the Rev. Hugh Stewart

;

Rev. R. M. Henry, secretary
;
and Mr. James Blain, treasurer.

It is also resolved that Synod instruct the several congregations

under our cai'e to take up a collection, on the 1st Sabbath of Oc-

tober, on behalf of the American Reformed Presbyterian Foreign

Missions—the collections to be forwarded to Mr. James Blain,

Eglinton Street, Belfast.

The business of the Synod being now finished, the Court is dis-

solved by prayer by the Moderator.

REV. ALEXANDER CLARKE.
The following address was presented by one of his congregations to this respected

brother, when on the eve of his departure, for Great Britain and Ireland, as a dele-

gate from the General Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, of which he is the

present moderator. Other acknowledgments of his labors, were presented by other

parts of his charge
;
and they indicate the high respect in which he is held by the

communities in which he has so long labored in the Gospel. The first Presbyterian

minister of any name, to carry the Gospel of Christ, and the order of his house, into

the extensive region of country, which constitutes the present missionary field, he

has lived to see congregations organized, temples of worship erected, and brethren

in the ministry settled around him
;
while the whole is rapidly preparing for a

Prcsbyterial organization. The harvest-time approaches, and God seems to be about

to fulfil his promise, that “the sower and the reaper” shall rejoice together. We
hope to see an efficient and earnest Presbytery established ere long in those regions,

in connection with General Synod. In a visit there, made recently by the writer of

this, he found a finely improved country, an intelligent, moral, and religious people;

a branch of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, well instructed, consistent, and

faithful
;
and a foundation of truth and order, laid by the brother addressed below,

which is adequate to support any superstructure which may be erected upon it.
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ADDRESS
From the Members of the Congregation of the Reformed Presby-

terian Cliurch, in Sackville, New Brunswick, on the departure

of the Rev. A. Clarke, their Pastor, for Great Britain, by ap-

pointment of the General Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian

Church in North America, in May, 1856.

R^erend and Dearly Beloved Pastor : We the undersigned

repr^ntatives of the congregation of your charge in this place,

perceiving by minutes of Synod that you are appointed by that

respectable body, to proceed to Britain and Ireland, as a Delegate

to the sister Churches, cannot allow you to leave your extensive

Circuit for that purpose, without a Testimony of our regard for the

long, unwearied, and successful efforts, of so respectable, and long-

tried servant of the Lord, in this and the adjoining Province.

Some among us can call to remembrance, yourself, a young de-

voted Missionary of the Cross, arriving then on our barren shores,

about thirty years ago, fresh from the land of our fathers, and
have enjoyed your instructions up to the present, we hope with

profit
;
and are likewise well acquainted with the hardships and

privations you had to endure, in this then uncultivated (although,

now much-improved) country. At the time we allude to when the

settlements in which you ministered were divided by (to common
minds) impassable rivers, and forests, those were overcome by you,

sir, with the most indomitable energy and perseverance
;

at times,

you passed through forests on fire, where at one time you lost the skirt

of your coat, with your sword in the pocket—we mean your Bible,

—again, wading swollen sea-creeks, travelling around the shores,

there being no other roads. But you were determined in the

strength of the Lord, your Master, to carry his Gospel to perish-

ing sinners, and often standing in our* then miserable log huts,

with your back to the fire to dry your clothes, while you were
warming your eager listeners with the fire of God’s words, ad-

dressed with power unto their hearts. But our limits will not

permit to recapitulate instances of your indomitable perseverance,

through snow, frost, and rain, for a number of years, to break the

bread of life, and we can well say, that like your brother Paul of

old, you have been in journeyings often, in perils of waters, in

perils of unbelievers, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the

sea, in perils among false brethren, in weariness, in painfulness,

in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold

and nakedness. Besides those things that are without that which
you have had, and do still in a measure have upon you, the charge

or care of so many congregations in different localities at this day,

as is proved by even now at your advanced age, and having a large

family to provide for, you are on the eve of a journey to endeavor
to enlist some of the Sons of the Prophets to unfurl the Covenanted
Banner where it has stood the battle and the breeze for thirty

years, and take your place when it pleaseth God to remove you to

the Upper House.
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We now turn to glance at the different aspect of the country at

present. The wilderness and solitary places have been made to

blossom as the rose. We have statistics of the Church, you know
them better than we

;
but this we know, they prosper and are calling

to ambassadors. Come over and help us. Those who now come to

reap, can get into their carriage (if they have one,) and travel

the length and breadth of the immense field you have been the

instrument in the Lord’s hand of opening up for the Doctrines of

the Bible, as professed and believed by the Reformed Presb^erian
Church, in connection with the General Synod of North America.
We cannot allow the present opportunity to pass without present-

ing through you, our sincere thanks to Synod, for their kindness

and liberality to us in repeated instances, and none more appre-

ciated than the visit of the Rev. Dr. McLeod, who has at all times

taken much interest in us.

And now, dear Pastor, we commit you to God and his providence.

He has done, and will do all things well. We shall not cease to

pray that the same God, who calls in his providence to go, will in

like manner preserve you while absent, prosper the way you go, and
the cause you go in, and will restore you again to your family and
people in his good time.

Given at Sackville, this 22d July, 1856.

Signed, James Smith,
John Morice,
Thomas Baird.

Representatives of Sackville Congregation.

INSTALLATION OF REV. A. ROBINSON.

On the 14th July, 185(?, Mr. Alexander Robinson, who had been

previously ordained in New York, by the Northern Reformed
Presbytery, was installed Pastor of the Reformed Presbyterian

Church in Chimoguee and Bay Vert, New Brunswick. The Rev.

Alexander Clarke introduced the services by singing, prayer, and

reading the Scriptures, and Rev. Dr. McLeod of New York, preached

the sermon, gave the charge to the people, and made the instal-

lation prayer. The previous day (Sabbath) had been the commu-
nion season. One hundred and eighty persons sat down to the

Lord’s table together. A crowd of orderly worshippers, only a por-

tion of whom the house could contain, waited on the services of

the day, and many evidences of the Lord’s presence with his

ministers and people were enjoyed. The congregation had received

a large accession, several adults had been baptized, and all were

rejoicing at seeing their pastor before them. Monday was there-

fore a day of special thanksgiving, and gave a peculiar zest to the

installation services. Our young brother enters upon his labors

with very much to encoui'age, and the Church generally has reason

to rejoice, that this important region is so well occupied. Situated

on the shore of the Atlantic, at the mouth of the Gulf of St.
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Lawrence, and in constant hearing of the music of its waves, Mr.
Robinson’s congregation is the most easterly post of the Reformed
Presbyterian Church on the Western Continent. From this, all

over the intervening space, and to the shores of the Pacific on the

West, her members are scattered. They are calling for the Gospel.

Who will go, and plant the flag upon the outposts on the Pacific ?

ORGANIZATION.

Preached at Washington, Iowa, on the fourth Sabbath of June,

and on the 28th of the same month, agreeably to a resolution of

the Chicago Presbytery, passed May 14th, organized a congrega-

tion, consisting of fifteen members, called the Reformed Presby-

terian Congregation of Washington. On the following Sabbath,

assisted by Rev. A. R. Gaily, dispensed the sacrament of the Lord’s

Supper
;
and although few in number, we enjoyed truly a pleasant,

and I trust also a profitable communion season. Some, who there

sat at the table of the Lord, had not for years enjoyed the privilege

of taking the cup of salvation and calling on the name of the

Lord, in the feast which commemorates his death. We trust many
were refreshed and went away saying with the Psalmist, “ It is

good for me, that I draw near to God.”
As some of the readers of the Banner may wish to hear some-

thing of the situation and prospects of Washington, I subjoin the

following brief statement. As to location, Washington is situated

in a beautiful, undulating prairie country, unsurpassed for ferti-

lity and depth of soil, by any I have seen in the State. The prairies

are large, timber not very plenty, but coal is found a short distance

from the town. Health of the country good.

Improvements are going on rapidly
;

so much so, in fact, that

both workmen and materials are in great demand. Either two or

three churches are being built this summer, and also a fine college

building, under the superintendence of the Associate Presbyterian

Church. Persons seeking a home in Iowa, could hardly find a

more desirable location
;
one combining such educational advan-

tages, church privileges, together with an upright and moral com-
munity.

Two railroads passing through the town are now quite certain,

as they are not only located, but the work actually commenced and
progressing on both. One from Muscatine on the Mississippi, the

other crosses the river at New Boston.

W. P. SHA^Y.

REV. DR. DUFF.

Recent intelligence from this eminent servant of Christ, brings us the joyful

tidings tliat his constitution bears up under the missionary labors upon which he has
already entered, with his wonted zeal and energy, much better than could have been
expected. The following interesting letter from Dr. Duff, which we extract from the

July No. of the “ Record ” of the Free Church of Scotland, will, we are sure, be read
by all with thanks to God for having spared his life to enter again his chosen field of
labor among the heathen.
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Calcutia, 2(1 of May, 1856.

My dear Dr. Taveedie,—In an evangelistic point of view,

nothing of a special nature has occurred here for some months
past in any of the missions of any society or church. From this

it is not to be inferred that no real work is doing—no real progress

making. Quite the contrary. It is, in a peculiar and pre-eminent

sense, one of our quiet, periodic soAving times.

Our great central institution has never been more crowded
;
and

this is substantially true of our several branch stations at Chinsurah,

Bansberia, and Culna. The truth of God, in conjunction with

sound general knowledge, is imparted daily to between two and
three thousand of the promising youth of this once benighted land

;

and God’s truth, thus communicated, will never return Avholly

void. Amid the general stillness, the seed is not only soAvn, but

has time to be well taken into the soil—well harroAved, Avell rooted

there
;

Avhile we strive to water it by our prayers and tearful aspi-

rations for the blessing Avhich alone can give the increase. Even
noAv, therefore, in the absence of any outward visible manifesta-

tion, we cannot doubt that “ the Word” is silently taking effect,

and doing its work in some precious souls, Avhose “ calling and elec-

tion” may one day be conspicuously displayed before the Church
and the world. MeanAvhile we labor in faith, and liA'e in full

assurance of hope.

Then there is our native, regularly-organized church, with its

forty or fifty communicants, assiduously administered to by Mr.
EAvart, and groAvlng, Ave trust, not in knowledge, merely, but in

gracious habitudes of thought, feeling, and action.

There is the Sabbath evening lecture in the institution hall,

W'hich, during the greater part of the present season has been un-

usually Avell attended. Much of the good seed of the kingdom is

thus scattered there, and some of it, aa’C trust, deposited in the

souls even of many who have not been pupils in our own institu-

tion.

There are our set seasons for privately meeting, at our own
houses or elscAvhere, Avith inquirers, or others who visit us on the

score of ordinary acquaintance or friendship, and to whom we have

the most favorable opportunity of communicating much of AA’hat

concerns the interests of their immortal souls. In this way I have

had much to do since my return. The conversations of this de-

scription which I have already been privileged to hold with many
natives of rank, position, and influence—conA'ersations grappling

in many forms, more or less direct, with the grand question, “ What
must I do to be saA'ed?” and its glorious and Avise answer, “ Believe

on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved”—Avould fill

many volumes. At present I say no more, but, “ directing .my
prayer to God, and looking up, an ansAver will expect.” Mr.

Pourie has also some interesting cases of this description.

There, is also the preaching to the heathen adults in the vernacu-

lar tongue. This important department, in which centres the I

grand and ultimate aim of most of our other labors, has of late



REV. DR. DUFF. 305

been cultivated to a larger extent than ordinary. During the last

cold season, our native coadjutor, the Rev. Lai Behari De, made
a deeply interesting tour of some three or four months over a wide

district, many parts of which had never before been visited by any
missionary. His reception everywhere was highly encouraging,

and enough to intensify the prayer that the Lord would raise and
send forth Heaven-qualified laborers unto the whitening harvest.

The Rev. Messrs. Battachargia and Chattargia, with the catechists

Guru Das, Dinonath, &c., were also similarly employed in the dis-

tricts around Chinsurah, Bansberia, and Culna. Since the com-
mencement of the hot season, the range of labors of this sort has

necessarily been circumscribed: still, at and immediately around

the principal stations, there is no relaxation of eifort.

The inhabitants of some villages a little to the east of Calcutta

have for some time past been visited and addressed by the catechist

Kali Das and others.

For some years past, Mr. Smith, who is now at home, and the

catechist Shibchunder, were wont to visit, every Sabbath day, cer-

tain villages across the river, and a little to the southwest of Cal-

cutta. Since Mr. Smith’s departure, Mr. Gardiner has regularly

accompanied Shibchunder, who has remarkable power and unction

in appealing to natives on the subject of their souls’ salvation. At
one time, it looked as if the great bulk of the inhabitants of an
entire village would simultaneously renounce Hinduism and embrace
Christianity; but, alas! the hostile influence of the heathen jemin-

dar, and a pressing complication of worldly interests, for a time at

least laid an arrest on the promising movement. Our brethren,

however, feel it to be their duty to persevere, not without a still

Surviving hope, through God’s blessing, of some issues commensu-
rate with their self-denying labors and fervent prayers.

Such questions or statenTents, more particularly after the main
body of the discourse has been finished, when properly handled, do
good rather than harm—they help towards clearing up misappre-

hensions, and exposing the antagonistic errors of Hinduism, and
leading to a fresh enforcement and more pointed application of the

Bible truths previously expounded. And whereas, in former days,

the wildest legends and most offensive abominations of the popular
idolatry were wont, on all occasions, and by all parties, to be un-
blushingly paraded and vehemently defended, it is seldom now that

these find a respectable advocate in public. The prevalence of a
superior but religionless education, and the concurrent course of

circumstances, have led numbers of the better elasses to be ashamed
of them. The opponents often now assume an air of superior re-

finement, which might indicate a deliverance from the more de-

basing grossness of rampant heathenism; indeed, they almost
invariably fall back on one form or another of the subtle philo-

sophico-religionism of the Shastras, or glory in broaching some
newfangled dogmata of a rationalistic hybrid character—the joint

progeny of Eastern and Western Pantheism.
All this, in Calcutta at least, is ominously significant of the mo-

20
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montous nature of the changes that are in progress; it also shows
how already, to a considerable extent, we have exchanged the old
battle-field of gross heathenism for the new battle-field of a vastly
more refined but not less real heathenism. Oh ! what need, then,
even now more than ever, of being clad in the “ whole armor of
God!” I feel more than ever that the great combat between light

and darkness is only thickening around us—that the strength of
our grand foe has not yet been wasted—that no sooner are his old

engines of war destroyed than his ingenuity is triumphant in the
invention of new ones, of prodigiously greater power—and that the
annihilation of whole squadrons of his old forces is only the signal

for bringing up levies of new recruits, fraught with fresher energy,
and endowed with superior skill.

LETTER FROM REV. JOHN S. WOODSIHE.
Dehka Dboon, February Cth, 1850.

My dear Brother Stuart: Your letter of September 3d,

posted at Liverpool, came duly to hand. We have all been very

much refreshed by the tidings that from time to time have reached us

regarding the Alliance in Paris, and the part your deputation took

in its transactions. You yourself seem to have confounded the

poor French interpreter. The people in Europe want light re-

garding America and her immense resources. Your visit to Ireland,

I have seen noticed in the Irish papers. I am sure much good
must result from such scenes. The Missionary impulse communi-
cated, more than repays for all the toils and expenditure it involves.

I have never before had an opportunity of referring to the parting

scenes with the brethren Herron and Calderwood. Our Mis-

sionary brethren here remark, that they would like to be Cove-

nanters, if it were for nothing but the way.you treat your Missionaries

on their departure for the Foreign field.

We were very much rejoiced to read of the heartstirring meetings

held with these brethren. They themselves will ever be consoled

and supported by the very remembrance of such kindness
;
and the

cause of Missions receives thereby an incalculable influence for good.

I do not envy the man his feelings who cannot enter heart and
hand into such proceedings. They indicate not only the existence

of pure and glowing friendship, but they indicate a large and
overflowing brotherly love, the peculiar characteristic of genuine

Christianity. I trust theirs is not the last of the kind that we may
live to hear of.

These brethren are now with us
;
and often are our hearts made

glad by the recital of scenes in which they mingled about the time

of their departure.

To you, and to all who joined in these proceedings, the whole Mis-

sionary body owe a large debt of obligation. I was particularly

pleased with the Missionary feeling that pervaded our Synod,

and the warm spirit with which they entered into all the arrange-

ments at Pittsburg. Doubtless, they will all remember long those

pleasant scenes. The farewell meeting must be remembered by
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many a young heart, which may yet yield to the cry of perishing

Heathendom, and come forth to battle for the Lord, “in the high

places of the field.”

I personally.owe a large debt of gratitude to Synod, and your

Executive Committee, for the noble manner in which they have

responded to my successive appeals for “ apparatus,” &c. &c.

Your liberality has far exceeded my expectations, and I am to-day

in possession of a supply of these useful articles, far superior to that

which most missionary or other educational establishments enjoy.

I would offer my heartfelt thanks to whomsoever they are most

justly due in this respect.

I must, however, learn to drop the singular. The last two years

of my life I have been alone, and have necessarily been obliged to

bring self forward on all occasions; but I am thankful to state that

I have now another associated wdth me who, I hope, will hereafter

share with me all the toils and labors as well as the successes of

the Dehra Station. Here I would remark, that in sending out

Brother Herron and Brother Calderwood, you have sent the right

men. They are just the stamp of men we want here. They have

begun in the right spirit, and I hope they will very long be spared

to labor in this part of the Lord’s vineyard.

Brother Herron has been assigned to Dehra, and I am sure he

and I will continue to colabor as harmoniously as any two men
possibly could do. Thus far, we seem to be agreed on every point,

and to entertain precisely similar views on every question con-

nected with our labors.

We had a pleasant time in company with Brother and Mrs.

Calderwood, who came to pay us a friendly visit at Dehra. I never

met a brother and sister whom I esteem more. They are both

warm-hearted and ardently devoted to their work. Brother Cal-

derwood will make a worthy substitute for Brother Caldwell, at

Saharanpur, and will prove an admirable coadjutor to Brother
Campbell, many of whose peculiar qualifications he possesses.

Brother Hill and party are not far from our borders now. I

expect to see them at Dehra before two weeks from this time. I

shall be delighted to meet him once more. It will bring back to

my recollection those seasons when he and I met to pray for Divine

direction, before we offered ourselves to your committee, and when
we hoped to come together to this part of the world. Little did I

then think that seven years should elapse, and that then we should

meet on heathen soil. God’s ways are not as our ways. The
brethren of the Associate Church have a very fine field in which to

operate. Sialkot, their head quarters, is one of the finest stations

in the Punjab.

You would all, no doubt, be pleased to hear of the occupation of

Roorkee by Brother Caldwell. He will doubtless keep you in-

formed of his plans and prospects. Roorkee is twenty miles from
Saharanpur, and about forty-five from Dehra. It is becoming a
very important place. As a missionary station, it holds a very
commanding position. It is on the great highway to Hardwar
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and a . missionai’y might, every day of the year, be engaged in

preaching to pilgrims from all parts of India, not twenty rods from
Brother Caldwell’s residence. The native town itself is increasing,

and is likely to go on increasing more and more. I hope the

Church will now consider it her duty to do for Roorkee as much
and more than she has done for Dehra. When Roorkee is fully

equipped, we shall have three nice stations all situated close to each

other, and I trust that we shall be able to work this district of

country elBciently. It is one of the most important parts of the

country. I am much pleased with the locality in which Providence

has placed us all, and I trust we shall all long be spared to labor

in our several positions.

A few days ago I had a reading of your letter to Brother Calder-

wood, dated Dec. 3d. I was much interested in what you mention
regarding your Sabbath-school operations, particularly the branch
Mission schools you are establishing all around you.

Do you remember the first time I appeared in your Sabbath-

school Association in 1845. The first remarks I ever presumed to

make among you, were a recommendation of the plan yon have
now adopted. I had seen how well it worked among the Metho-
dists in England. I am sure it will work well under your own
energetic management. May God bless abundantly all your efforts

in his cause. How glad I am to hear that the students are all

Sabbath-school men, and colaborers in your Evangelistic efforts

among the neglected portion of your population. These labors

will qualify them for their future spheres of usefulness. A student

who shuns the Sabbath-school and the monthly concert, and who
refuses to lend a hand in Southwark, Moyamensing, or any other

part of the city, among the destitute, had better leave the Semi-

nary at once. I knew some such in former days. I am rejoiced

to think there are none now of that stamp.

I have to express my warmest thanks for the card you forwarded

me through Brother Herron, admitting me to certain privileges in

your “Young Men’s Christian Association.” What a blessing

that Society must be to the young men in Philadelphia. It was
much needed. It will help to keep young men away from the con-

taminating influence of Masonic and Odd Fellows’ Lodges—and

other combinations of a secret and immoral character. It will,

too, I trust, lead many to the Lamb of God, and make them use-

ful and honorable members of society. Ah ! what could not the

young men of Philadelphia do, were they all men who feared God,

and obeyed his commandments ? They might support fifty or one

hundred Missionaries on heathen soil, and not expend really more
of their income than they now do in dress, refreshments, amuse-

ments, and other useless and sinful occupations.

Would that the Christian world but knew and felt and would

exert its poiver. May your efforts to make the young men of your

city what they ought to be, be greatly blessed. May the Spirit of

God descend upon them and baptize them into “the same mind

that was in Christ.”

I cannot stop to refer to all the details I should like to mention.
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A very refreshing letter from Brother Robert Patterson came with

yours. It was addressed to Brother Campbell
;
but these letters

do for us all.

His letters are invariably full of interest. Like your own, they

contain multum in parvo. I have received one of his pamphlets,

viz., the account of the farewell meeting at Pittsburg. The in-

troductory part of that pamphlet is admirable. I am glad we
have such a man as Brother Patterson, in such an important field

as the West. I trust every member of Synod will be stirred up by
his activity, to imitate his example in devotion to the cause of the

Redeemer, both at home and abroad. Brother Patterson speaks

of my returning home to recruit after two or three years from this

time. I will tell you my own views on this matter. There is

nothing would delight me more than to mingle again with you all,

in your labors in America, if the proper time had arrived. As
yet, however, that time is distant. God has been pleased to give

me health and strength once more, and my intention is, if these

blessings are continued, to labor ten or eleven years more in India,

before I should think of going home.

I want to remain quietly in India, till the stirring events of 1866
shall have been over. Then, if God should spare my life, I would
like to visit Europe and America. If I should live ten years longer,

I would have only turned forty years of age, and should not, ac-

cording to the natural course of human life, be very old even then.

Before that time, you need not look for me in America. I hope,

however, to see you here long before that time elapses.

With regard to missionaries returning home, I think that after

fifteen years in India, every missionary should be at liberty to

revisit his native land, and spend two or three years among the

refreshing scenes of home. I don’t think any one should go home
under fifteen years, except in case of a failure of health.

I am not one of those who think that missionaries necessarily

deteriorate in intellect and spiritual vitality by a residence among
the heathen, and that, therefore, they must go home to get their

religious feelings renewed, and their intellects revived, by mixing
again with Christian society. There are many other reasons why
they should return, besides these; but I shall not dwell longer

on this point, seeing my own return is so far distant.

I must now draw this to a close. I should write much more fre-

quently than I have done of late. I will not promise positively,

but I will try and do better in future. Our schools are flourishing

more than ever
;
and everything progressing as Avell as we could wish.

In conclusion, may God greatly bless you and yours, is the earnest

prayer of your brother in the Gospel, John S. Woodside.

LETTER FROM REV. WM. CALDERWOOD.
Sahakanpcb, March 10, 1850.

My very dear Brother Stuart :

By a late note to Brother Campbell—I think dated some time in

January—we were glad to learn that you had heard of our arrival,
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and we certainly are under great obligations to you for telegraph-

ing immediately to our friends. I never dreamed of such a mind-
fulness of our friends on your part. When I think now of the

hasty scrawl I sent you, to inform you of our arrival, I feel quite

ashamed. A journal of our voyage would have been just a repe-

tition of what you have had many times. I wish, however, I had
told you more of how we passed our time on shipboard, and what
an excellent and kind Captain we had. Mrs. Calderwood has said

—and I believe I could unite with her in it—that she never in her

life passed a hundred days more pleasantly than those on ship-

board, The Captain and we six missionaries read aloud to the

company by turns, each reading about an hour a day. In this way
we read a number of works, as the lives of Judson, and Lowrie,

and Paul, by Conyheare and Howson, &c. &c. &c. Paul’s Life

and Epistles was considered the most valuable book we read. You
know how we came by it. The Captain gave each of our company
some token of remembrance—I believe to each one—and each of

us returned the compliment. We shall all remember him with

great interest. I have been thinking—and Brother Campbell
agrees with me—that we ought to have sent home to the Boards
a united expression of our high appreciation of the Captain’s kind-

ness to us. Tracts were distributed among the sailors every Sab-

bath by the ladies in turn. And I lent them books to read, chiefly

published by the Tract Society. They read, in this way, over a

hundred volumes. 0 that the seed may some time spring up to the

praise of God.

We are delighted to hear of so much life in your congregation.

0 that it might spread through all our Church—through all the
!

Church of Clirist : what an effect it would have on missionary
j

operations. If the visible Church were only thoroughly alive, its
,

vitality would soon spread into heathen lands. You have a most li

interesting field for labor in these missionary schools. We pray J

for their great usefulness. These young men who teach and labor 1

in connection with them, will doubtless, in after years, remember
||

their efforts there with great satisfaction. Perhaps in a few years \

they may see flourishing congregations springing up from them.
\

Scarcely any recollection is more gratifying to me, than that of my
,

connection with a little Sabbath-school, which a friend of mine and

myself established when we were but little more than boys, in a

neglected neighborhood a few miles from our home. During five

summers we kept it up—until we left home—and although it has

since been extinct, yet the many children who have since gone long

distances to attend other schools, and the few who have dated their

religious experience at that school, make the remembrance of it not

a little pleasant. I hope far greater good will be accomplished in

the schools you have established. I think some of these times

—

perhaps when I hear of them again—I must write a few lines to

them. The Theological Seminary too, I am glad to hear, is flou-

rishing. About this time the students will be preparing for the

close of this session—and before this reaches you they will have

J
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gone to their homes. If the next session Avould have about double

the number of the present, there would be some hopes that some
time the wants of our Church would be met. We have three mis-

sion stations here now—would it not be nice if Ave could just have

two missionaries at each ? But when such a suggestion is whispered

among us, the reply is : 0 it will be too bad to reiterate a call so

soon for more missionaries here, while ministers are needed in our

Church at home so much. So, Brother Stuart, please consider this

remark about another missionary to come out as confidential. But
if the Seminary should double itself in numbers next session, per-

haps then it might be more excusable in making a call for one out

loud. It is, perhaps, quite unnecessary for me to say anything

about the general affairs of the Mission. Doubtless Brother Camp-
bell keeps you well advised of these. I have yet had nothing to

do Avith the school, and I am glad of this on at least one account,

as I can devote more time to the study of the Hindustani. I

spend, however, about two hours a day teaching the three older

boys of the orphan school and Mary Anna Campbell, at our own
house. This class study well, and have improved as rapidly as any
class I ever saAv in the United States. I enjoy teaching them very

much. The Orphan School is, I think, an exceedingly interesting

and promising institution. After a person has groAvn up in heathen

habits and with heathen prejudices, it evidently requires no small

amount of discipline and grace to revolutionize all his habits and
tastes. But in the orphan establishment, individuals are raised up
Christians from childhood. And although, as in other families,

there have been cases of rebellious children, yet in general, in this

institution, through the admirable and Avise management of Brother
Campbell—Avho is in all respects like a father to them—they have

come up excellent specimens of Christian men. From what I have
seen of them, I am persuaded their standard of morality and piety

is much higher than that of the families of even Christian pro-

fessors generally at home. And the Church of this place, Avhich

receives its tone considerably from the Orphan School—as it is

largely supplied Avith members from it—is also, I believe, in these

respects, not inferior to churches of Christian lands. Heathen
converts, I had always heard, Avere not to be expected to be equal

in Christian life to those brought up Christians, and so I expected
this church to have a someAvhat lower standard of morality than
home churches. On Sabbath, a Aveek ago, tAVO were baptized and
admitted to communion. One Avas from the Orphan School. The
other Avas the Avife of one Avho had been in the Orphan School.

Her husband, who had been for some years excluded from church
privileges, Avas restored at the same time. They all gave evidences

of being truly new creatures. There have been on the compound
'for some days back, two inquirers—one of Avhom Brother Camp-
bell thinks is quite promising. It is more than a year since he
seemed to be somewhat interested. But it is a great step from
Hinduism to Christianity, and no Avonder that many who attempt
it fail. Our Bayar audience also Avas much more attentive and
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solemn than I ever saw it before. I could not but think that the

Spirit of God was operating to some extent. God will doubtless

cause the seed to grow in due time—it is ours to labor and to pray.

God’s Word will not return void. Mrs. Calderwood has had
several applications to teach native females, old and young, whom
she has accepted as they offered. Six or eight come to the house
every day, and she teaches them an hour or two. She thinks some
of them are quite smart.

We have had Brother Hill and wife with us about a week, while

Brother Stevenson and wife and child stayed with Brother Camp-
bell. They have been at Dehra a few days, and are to return to-

morrow. You have doubtless heard with sadness of Brother

Campbell’s affliction with his shoulder. I had thought, at first,

that it was simply an attack of cold or something slight, but it

continues without abatement, that we really begin to be somewhat
alarmed. He has suffered very much from it.—Last night as bad
as ever. Mrs. Calderwood’s health and my own, I may say, has

been uninterrupted since we saw you. We like our situation and
work very much. Brother Campbell has been very kind, and has

taken great pains with me. Your brother in God,

W. Calderwood.

LETTER FROM REV. ROBERT A. HILL.

Sahaeanpue, April 4tli, 1856.

My Dear Brother Stuart :—It is now nearly three months
since we landed in Calcutta, and, except to some of my immediate

relations, I have not written a single private letter to America.

This delay has not arisen from any want of interest in my native

land, or the many dear friends living there, from whom we fflel that

we are now in many ways widely separated. Whilst in Calcutta

my time was necessarily occupied with business, and as we travelled

up the country there was but little opportunity for writing.

As you may have heard, we had a tedious voyage. . When we
left Boston, on the 22d of August, our captain said that he would

be in Calcutta before the “ Brutus.” We did sail out of the harbor

beautifully, and during the first few days, I did indulge the pleasing

dream of surprising our friends who had sailed a month before, by

a personal welcome to India on their arrival there. But we were

surely doomed to a very grievous disappointment
;

for it seems

that we were yet in the latitude of the Cape of Good Hope, when
our friends of the Brutus were enjoying the spicy breezes of the

Bay of Bengal, and we did not arrive in Calcutta until the 10th of

January. In Calcutta, we visited all the missionary schools that

were in operation at the time. Unfortunately for us most of them
were dismissed for the vacation of January before we arrived in,

Calcutta. We were taken by our Scotch friends here to see what

we were proud to hear them call “a monument of Amex’ican Chris-

tian liberality”—Dr. Duff’s new college. I was very sorry that

we could not enjoy the pleasure of meeting the Doctor himself.

He had not arrived from Bombay when we left Calcutta. The
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other ministers of the Free Church whom we met here were very

kind in giving us much important information gathered from years

of experience in reference to the management of Mission Schools.

There is one thing very remarkable in the Scotch Free Church
Mission in Calcutta,—the peculiar adaptation which each mission-

ary seems to have to the particular department assigned him.

The most casual and sceptical observer must be constrained to

admit that this school is exerting a perceptible influence on the

heathen sentiment of Calcutta in reference to Hindooism and
Christianity. There are 1300 youths—the flower of the intellectual

population of Calcutta—young men capable of leading their coun-

trymen and stamping their impress upon society—young men
whose ambition and thirst for knowledge have already induced

them to shake off the shackles of superstition, and practically

break caste by the very position which they occupy in the school

:

then they are learning those facts in natural science from day to

day which demonstrate the absurdity of their faith
;
and not only

learning the facts, but also listening to appropriate reflections and
conclusions drawn upon the spot by Christian teachers, whose
bowels of compassion are yearning over the souls of their pupils,

and who are doubtless offering many ejaculations during the pro-

gress of the lesson that the truth imparted may be sealed by the

Holy Spirit. We had the pleasure of listening to examinations of

several of the classes by Rev. Messrs. Ewart, Gardiner, and Poorie.

Mr. E. has a peculiarly happy way of talking to the boys. Princi-

pally by means of this school, it is thought, a spirit of inquiry has

been awakened in Calcutta in reference to Hindooism. Young
men educated here agitate the subject in their social intercourse,

and although they may not become Christians at once, yet they

practically renounce idolatry. I have not space in this letter to

tell you of the other schools and missionaries we had the pleasure

of visiting in Calcutta. I cannot, however, omit alluding to Father
Lacroix. He is a good man and full of the Holy Ghost. We
spent an evening with him. I have scarcely ever felt so much
edified in a social party as I did that evening. All his conversa-

tion seemed to turn upon this :
“ That Christ loved us and gave

himself for us.” I would advise every missionary coming through
to spend some time with Father Lacroix. Leaving Calcutta we

I

came 138 miles by railway to Ranurgunge. Here we got our dak
gamis for Meerut. We stopped at all the missionary stations on
our way up except Benares. I was much disappointed at not being
able to stop here—the place where Robert Haldane’s magnificent

scheme was to have been centred—the place where Bishop Heber,
despite his beautiful hymn, said it was utopian to think of esta-

blishing a Christian mission. How gratifying to know that in this

seat of Satan’s Kingdom, in this dark land, amidst the gilded

I

magnificence of the False Prophet and the superstitions of idolatry,

the standard of the Cross has been raised, and the power of the

j

Gospel acknowledged by the conversion of many from their dumb
idols to the service of our living God. We stopped at Allahabad,
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Futtepore, Futtegurh and Furuckabad, Mynpurie and Agra. We
spent some days at most of these stations, and were much refreshed

by the kind Christian hospitality of the brethren whom we met.

We were particularly pleased at Futtepore. Gopenath Nundy is

the only missionary here. He is much respected by all who know
him

;
and although he still lives in native style, it is said that the

English officers of the station esteem it a favor to enjoy his company
at their social parties. He was absent on an itinerancy with his

family when we called
;
but the native Christians living on the

Compound received us very cordially, and served us up a comfort-

able breakfast in their own style. This station, comparatively un-

pretending, is peculiarly interesting. The work is carried on
entirely by native agency. They have a neat little church which
cost 800 rupees. The young men told us that the Rev. Gopenath
Nundy had collected this money himself—partly from the native

Christians, and partly from English residents. We visited their

schools. In the male department* there were near 200 in the

English and vernacular departments. They were examined on
geography, natui’al philosophy, arithmetic, and Scripture history.

Here, too, the same plan was adopted which I saw and admired so

much in Calcutta. Every opportunity which the lesson furnished

for directing the minds of the pupils to the absurdity of idolatry,

and enforcing the truths of Christianity, was embraced by the

young men who taught, with a readiness which showed that their

own minds had been thoroughly imbued with the love of their

divine Master. There is also a female school connected with the

mission, and taught by a female native Christian. The children

in this school are taught altogether in their own language. They
were examined briefly by their teacher on arithmetic and on the

Assemblies Shorter Catechism. The answers, which were trans-

lated to us, were very satisfactory. Many of them read the Persian

language quite fluently. As we left Futtepore late in the afternoon,

I felt more gratified with what I had seen that day than I had been

with the sight of any previous day in India.

I would gladly take you through the other stations which we
visited, but I must pass them over for the present, and come on to

Saharanpur. We arrived here on the last day of February. As
we drove up to them, I recognized the mission premises at once,

from the drawing which was sent home by Brother Campbell.

The friends had been apprised of our coming on this day, by

letter from Agra, and as the goir-driver notified them of our ap-

proach, by the sounding of his horn, they were all out on the
|

verandahs waving us a welcome. I recognized dear Mrs. Camp-
bell from the road, as we drove up to the house. Hers was the

first familiar face I had met, beyond our own party, for near seven i

months. Mrs. Campbell is looking quite as well as when she left I

Philadelphia eight years ago. Mr. Campbell had been suffering

for several weeks before we came, with a severe attack of neu-

ralgia
;
and Avhen I saw him, it struck me that he had failed i

greatly since I saw him in America. He is now, I am happy to
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say, almost entirely recovered. After resting a few days in Saha-

ranpur, and enjoying the hospitality of Brothers Campbell and
Calderwood, and partaking of the Lord’s Supper with the congre-

gation of this place, we proceeded to Dehra, and spent a week
with the brethren there. Both of these stations, Saharanpur and
Dehra, are far superior in beauty and healthfulness, to any through

which we had passed in coming up the counti’y. The Dhoon is cer-

tainly the garden of India. We visited the Company’s tea-gardens,

which are situated about three miles out of the city. The grounds

are kept in most beautiful order. They include, I should think,

nearly 1000 acres. The plants seem to be in a very flourishing con-

dition
;
and it is said that the government is beginning to reap an

immense revenue from the enterprise. We spent a day also at

Landour, visiting the “ Mission Retreat,” and such other places of

peculiar interest as we found in that most interesting and romantic

region. In Saharanpur, and even in Dehra, the heat seemed
oppressive, even when we were clad with the lightest summer
clothing. Then, by a ride of three or four hours from Dehra, wo
were in sight of perpetual snow, and an atmosphere so cool, that

we could scarcely feel comfortable with heavy overcoats and shawls.

Of all the elevations in Landour, Lai Tieber (the site of the Mis-

sion Retreat) is the highest, and confessedly the most beautiful

and romantic. But I need not attempt to describe it, as you have

often, no doubt, had accounts of it, written in language of enthu-

siasm and gratitude.

I

My dear friend, you must indulge me here in a single reflec-

tion. There are devoted servants of Christ in Christian lands, in

1 our own land, in our own churches, who are spending their strength

1 in the ministry for the pittance of $200 a year. If they chose,

they could turn aside, as some have done, to secular callings, where
it is considered dishonorable to cheat the laborer of his hire. But

I

because they love their Master’s work, they esteem it greater
t! riches to deny themselves and their families the comforts of life,

and many of its bare necessaries, rather than purchase them by
laying down the commission with which lie has honored thorn. Well,

I

what then ? Are the few comforts which the brethren in India

enjoy to bo diminished, because ministers at home are not ade-

quately supported ? There are, surely, but few Church members

i

to be found, whose minds are narrow and selfish enough to enter-

j

tain such a suggestion. But why should such a state of things

i| exist among the ministry of any of the Reformed Churches at

;

home ? Brethren whom God has made his stewards, by giving

them of the abundance of the world’s goods, may ward off appeals

on this subject now, and exclaim against levelling systems as much
as they please

;
but of one thing, there seems to be an unmistaka-

ble and awful certainty : when, in the day of final accounts, it

shall appear that the lives, even of the least of these. His breth-

ren, have been shortened, or their usefulness impaired, for want of

I those attentions Avhich the Gospel enjoins, the Saviour will not

I

hold guiltless, w^ealthy congregations and wealthy individuals, who,
'

I
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forgetting or overlooking the claims which the entire Church,—the

body of Christ,—has upon them, content themselves with support-

ing their own pastor, and providing for their own families
;
and

dismiss from the threshold of their ceiled palaces, as if they were
common beggars, those who would urge the claims of other mem-
bers of the same body to which they profess to belong. But I

must return to Dehra. The brethren have organized a native con-

gregation there
;
though, as yet, there are but few members. I

visited the school several times while there. Brother Herron has

charge of the English department. There are four young men in

his class, who say that they wish to become Christians. They
had been asked by Brother Herron on the Sabbath before we were
there, if they ever prayed. They all answered that they had not.

He requested them to commence this duty. They evaded the re-

quest, by promising that they would pray to God, in Christ’s name,
when they would become Christians. On the Sabbath, we visited

the school, while Brothers Stevenson and Woodside were in the

native department
;

at Brother Herron’s request, I examined the

class on the lesson for this day, which was the third question of

the Shorter Catechism. They had committed the proofs tolerably

well, and seemed to have a very good general knowledge of the

doctrines contained in the questions. After the lesson, I intro-

duced again the subject of prayer. One of the boys told me that

he had already commenced to pray, and gave a quite satisfac-

tory account of what he felt in need of and had prayed for. After

the examinations were concluded, all the scholars were collected

into the hall, and Brother Woodside occupied some twenty minutes,

addressing them in the way of a lecture in Hindustani. Whilst in

Dehra, we attended a Mela, which was observed, some five miles

out of the city, in a most romantic place on the banks of a small

stream which issues from the mountains. I was much gratified

with the conduct of some of the scholars—Brother Herron’s class

and some other boys—on that occasion. Instead of going with

their parents to the disgusting, obscene rites which were being

practised in a kind of cave under a projecting rock, some distance i

up the side of an almost perpendicular bank, they followed Brothers

Woodside and Gilbert, assisting them to procure a suitable place

for speaking, and then sat down, most respectfully, to listen. As
yet, it is evidently but the day of small things at Dehra. The
Mission has already been wonderfully successful there, in the

midst of many difficulties. “If God be for us, who can be against

us?” Leaving Dehra, we returned byway Saharanpur. Here,

as you will probably have learned ere this from the Repository,

it was decided that we, Mrs. Hill and I, should remain for the

present hot season, whilst Brother Stevenson and his family went

on to Sialkote. Brother Campbell, with characteristic kindness

and good judgment, urged that both families should stop here

during the present summer, as the season was now too far advanced

to travel with safety in “doolies.” Brother Gordon, however, was

anxious, as he wrote us, to enjoy the fellowship, counsel, and assist-
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ance of other brethren, being in Sialkote for the time alone. I pro-

posed to Brother Stevenson that he should remain in Saharanpur,

and I would go on
;
but his mind was not at all to tarry here at

this time, so it was agreed that he and his family should go, and
we remain here for the present. We are to occupy Mr. Wood-
side’s bungalow (the one he lived in while at Saharanpur), which

would have been suGBciently large enough for both families, if Brother

Stevenson had remained. It was generously offered to us, as it had
been to Brother Gordon last summer, free of cost, as long as we might

choose to occupy it. Brother Campbell insisted upon us becoming
his guests for two weeks, until the bungalow might be fitted up
and cleaned. Indeed, since the first day of our arrival here, both

Mr. and Mrs. Campbell have been untiring in their continued acts

of kindness to us. Brother Campbell’s experience, sound judg-

ment, and practical good sense are proverbial in this part of India.

His advice and direction are invaluable to missionaries lately

arrived, and ignorant of the language and customs of the country.

We are now comfortably settled for the time
;
and as the hot winds

are beginning to blow, we feel, I hope, duly thankful to our

Heavenly Father, that we have a house to shelter us, and so much
to promote our comfort.

This Mission station is a place whose associations ought to be
dear and interesting to every member of the Reformed Presbyterian

Church. It is a place of much labor, many prayers, and manj’

tears. The population of its little lonely graveyard tells a tale of

sadness. It was a sad, but I hope not unprofitable hour that I

spent, the other evening, with Mrs. Campbell, among these tombs.

No wonder that the dear brethren who have endured so much here

for the sake of the heathen, are attached to this place, the scene of

their sufferings and their labors. Many at home wondered that

Mr. and Mrs. Campbell could come away, eight years ago, and
leave their dear children, and I know that it was even whispered
in some circles that it was unnatural and undutiful for the parents

not to remain with their children. I know that good Brother
Campbell was thought by some to be laboring under an innocent

kind of monomania,—that he and Mrs. Campbell were affected

with a kind of enthusiasm on the subject of missions, which it was

j
the duty of all sober people to avoid, rather than their privilege to

I

imitate. My dear brother, a greater man than any of us was once
thought to be mad. And until we have more such madmen as the

Apostle Paul was, I have but little hope of seeing the world con-

verted to Christ. If there are any still who cannot understand the

principle upon which devoted missionaries cheerfully leave their all,

even their dear children, in the keeping of their father’s covenant
God, I would have them come out here and witness, as it is to be
seen, and not merely described, the interest which these dear

brothers take in the heathen, and the manner in which they labor

for them. And if the principle be still unintelligible, I would have
them look forward to that day when they that have turned many
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to righteousness shall shine as the stars and as the brightness of

the firmament forever and ever.

P.S. I had intended giving an account of some events, -which

it has been my privilege to witness, since I came to Saharanpur,

and in which I felt much interested
;
but this letter is already so

shamefully long that I must postpone it at present. I am beginning

to get along nicely with the language. It would be a dull, dry

study, if it were not that I feel stimulated by the prospect of being

able to preach in it, in a way that I may be understood, the Gospel

of Christ, to these poor idolaters.

My own health has been good here, and Mrs. Hill, contrary to

everybody’s opinion at home, is enjoying better health than she

had done for many years. Will you not let us hear from you ? Mrs.

Hill joins me in kindest regards to yourself and family.

As ever, your brother in Christ,

Robert A. Hill.

LETTER FROM REV. DAVID HERRON.

Dehra, April 7th, 1856.

My DEAR Mr. Stuart : I expected to have a large packet of

letters for my Eastern friends by this mail, but have been disap-

p*ointed. Tell them not to despair of me.

I have not had a line from one out of my own family except

yourself and my dear Brother Rirly McMillan. You may expect

to hear from me by next mail. You will be pleased to hear that

ray health is much improved, that I have been, since my arrival

here, engaged in the school, and that I have the privilege of preach-

ing the Gospel of Christ every day to a class of active, intelligent,

and industrious native boys. Two of them have declared them-

selves convinced of the falsehood of Hindooism. I am also making
satisfactory progress in the language. I am able to speak a little

already. I have promised to Brother Campbell, to go over to

Saharanpur, and preach a sermon in Hindustani in four months
from this time. It is now late at night, and I start to-morrow
morning at 3 o’clock, on horseback, for Hardwar. The brethren

have been there four or five days already.

Believe me yours, in Christ.

David Herron.

OBITUARIES.
“ A father in Israel is fallen.”

At his residence in Alleghany County, Penn., John Herron,
Sen., departed this life on Sabbath morning the 6th of July, 1856 ;

aged 83 years. Mr. Herron was of slender and delicate frame,

and for many years had been subjected to liver complaint, which.
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though of a lively and cheerful disposition, and in the latter years

of his life he enjoyed generally good health, yet the diseased organ

undermined his constitutional powers
;
his health became impaired,

and during the past season occasionally interrupted
;
and with a

few days’ conhnement to the sick couch, he was released from the

scenes of life.

The subject of this notice was a native of County Down, Ireland;

and of ancient Covenanter ancestry. With his family, he emigrated

from his native place in 1830
;
and soon after his arrival in this

country he purchased the large and splendid farm which he occu-

pied and cultivated till his decease. However, in the selection of

a residence for himself and family, he had an especial regard to

the house of God. He would not locate for the sake of riches in

any part of the country where he and his family might be deprived

of the opportunity of worshipping the God of their fathers, in the

congregation of his saints. In the land of his birth, he had enjoyed

the ordinances of grace as these are there administered in the Re-
formed Presbyterian Chm'ch; and in this country he at once, on
his location, became a member of the Reformed Presbyterian

Church, Pine Creek, of which Rev. Dr. Guthrie was pastor
;
and

in connection with said church he remaine*d till separated from the

church militant. Though of modest and retiring habits, yet he
was a man of great energy and devotedness to the cause of truth

and righteousness.

In youth he was happily and most honorably united in marriage

to a lady who proved to be to him a help mate, and with whom
he lived in the marriage relation somewhere about half a century,

and who, still presiding over her family as a true mother in Israel,

mourns the loss she has sustained in the death of her husband.

In his unreserved interviews with especial friends, Mr. Herron
w'as accustomed to say that there were two items of which he was,

by divine appointment, the only steward, viz., the religious care of

his family, and a virtuous application of whatever wealth God gave
him. His family was large (six sons and three daughters), and he
enjoyed the happiness of seeing all his children, as they came to

years of maturity, publicly joining themselves to the Lord in the

communion of the Church. Four of his sons he devoted to the

learned professions, and of these, two are talented, learned, and
devoted ministers of the Gospel in the Reformed Presbyterian

Church. Rev. David Herron, one of the beloved missionaries of the

Reformed Presbyterian Church, Northern India, and whose praise,

so’far as known, is in the Church of the living God, is a son of the

deceased
;
and thus while he is dead, he yet speaketh

;
and by his

sons, both in Christendom and Heathendom, the cause of Christ is

powerfully advocated.

His last illness was of short duration, and in it he suffered little

pain. His mind was generally calm and serene, with occasional

clouds, such as are expei’ienced by the truly exercised Christian

;

and as the scenes of life were drawing to a close, having most
affectionately in prayer committed his family to the care and pro-
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tcction of Jesus Christ, he calmly, in the faith of a glorious resur-

rection, yielded up his spirit into the hands of God who gave it.

“His latter end was peace.” “Blessed are the dead,” &c.

C.

DtJANESBUEGH, August 6th, 1856.

Died in Schenectady, N. Y., Mr. William Cunningham, a native

of Castle Mellen, County Tyrone, Ireland. He emigrated to the

United States in the year 1816, and with the exception of a year
or two, resided in the City of Schenectady up to the time of his

decease. Blessed for a long period with remarkable good health,

it began gradually to decline, setting up disease of the heart,

which, with an ulcerated stomach, put an end to his life, after a

confinement of six weeks, in the sixty-sixth year of his age.

During that period he suffered much, yet he ever manifested

resignation to his heavenly Father’s will. On one occasion, when
speaking of the probable fatal issue of his sickness, he said to his

family, that he dearly loved them all
;
that he and they had enjoyed

great domestic happiness together, and he would like therefore to

stay a little longer with them, yet, if God willed otherwise, in that

will he entirely acquiesced. His conversation, during his sickness,

was in heaven, whence he looked for the Saviour. Naturally

taciturn, marked with a hesitancy in his speech, he became conver-

sable and fluent, dwelling on the subject of personal religion, and
the public interests of the Church of God

;
commending Christ and

his religion to his family, and to all who favored him with their

visits. Upon one occasion specially, did he indulge in a long and
solemn appeal to all around him on the preciousness of Christ, the

value of religion, and the benefit and duty of an early dedication

to God. With animated and deep feeling did he speak of the

scenes of his early life, when he dedicated himself to God, and of

the high satisfaction he had ever found in His service, while he

lamented his many sins and imperfections, and disclaiming all

merit of his own, reposed his hopes in Jesus—“ the way, the

truth, and the life.” Having, just before his sickness, enjoyed

three communion seasons in Duanesburgh, Philadelphia, and New
York, he recurred to them with pleasurable emotion, as seasons of

great refreshing to him, and of SAveet fellowship with his brethren,

and with God. His life was a uniform one. Christian consistency

distinguished him. In business, a man of industry and integrity
;

and having thus acquired a large competency, he had retired from

active business some years before his death, and of his moans he

gave liberally for the support of the interests of the Church, at

home and abroad. Born in the Reformed Presbyterian Church,

his early attachment to her continued to the last
;
her principles

and her time-honored usages he loved. Long a Ruling Elder, he

magnified his office, by attention to its private and public duties.

But he is gone, and in his life and memory, his family have a

goodly legacy. He died as he had lived, calmly, and rejoicing in

the hopes of the Gospel. May his family enjoy the sympathies of

the great High Priest of our profession. W.
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